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Just a month into election 

year, political ads are already

swamping the airwaves. And

the University of Wisconsin

NewsLab is busy charting 

their course. 

They never really went away, of course, those 
incessant TV ads insinuating that the rival candidate
opposes flag, faith and family and might be an ally 
of Beelzebub. But, with the 2004 election having
demonstrated the potentially devastating impact of
one well-placed ad, and with the Supreme Court 
having all but wiped out restrictions on their 
timing, political ads are poised to make a come-
back in 2008. 

“If 2004 was the year of the Swift Boat, in 2008 get
ready for the Swift Armada,” says University of 
Wisconsin Professor Ken Goldstein. And Goldstein is
ready. With the support of a one-year, $298,945 grant
from the Joyce Foundation, the University’s NewsLab,
which Goldstein heads, will track, code and analyze
all political ads appearing on local TV stations in the
country’s 100 biggest media markets throughout the
election season.
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sBuilding on similar work in the 2000, 2004, and

2006 elections, the NewsLab will collect date, time,
outlet and sponsor information. They will also 
examine the storyboards to identify the issues, tone,
information conveyed, and evidence cited for every
single ad run by a party, candidate or interest group
in the presidential and gubernatorial elections. 

The data will enable journalists and researchers to
identify where the ad money (this year estimated 
to total at $3 billion) is being spent, who is spending
it, and what they’re selling, both candidates and 
causes. It will also show where the money is not being
spent: flagging, for example, groups that announce
provocative new ads, and generate a lot of free media
in the process, then only run the ads a handful of
times. 

In the 2004 election, campaign finance laws
restricted the spending of unregulated “soft money”
for issue ads–which often carry an unmistakable, if
unstated, political endorsement–just before elections.



StrengthinNumbers

Building a coalition of leaders

to help close the education

achievement gap

They come from all over the world to sign up for 
the experience of a lifetime. Newly-minted college 
graduates—many of whom have yet to settle on a
career path—join Teach For America, a nationwide
organization that asks them to make a two-year 
commitment to teach in a low-income school. They
take up the challenge because they believe in the
mission of expanding educational opportunities for
low-income urban and rural communities. 

Though many Teach For America alumni go on to
other careers, many also retain an interest in 
education and a determination to do something about
educational inequity. To draw on that talent, Teach
For America has developed a Policy and Advocacy
Leadership Initiative to help corps alumni learn more
about policy and advocacy work and related career
possibilities. The project is funded by a $150,000
Joyce grant.
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But the Supreme Court, in Wisconsin Right-to-Life v.
FEC, dropped that restriction, and the Federal Election
Commission has responded with new rules that, says
Goldstein, “will create tremendous latitude for the
funding of political advertising.” 

The NewsLab data will shed light on the impact of the
Court and FEC actions, and on any legal challenges
that follow. It will also provide an extensive body of 
evidence to inform current and future regulatory and
legislative efforts on campaign finance reform. 
Nationally, paying for TV ads accounts for about 60
percent of campaign spending, according to Goldstein.

The NewsLab will report its findings periodically
throughout the election year, with both a national report
and one targeted to the Midwest. Goldstein notes that
the “swing” states of Wisconsin, Michigan and Ohio
have been particular targets of advertising in elections
past, and are likely to be deluged again this year. State-
based reform groups in the Midwest Democracy Net-
work will collaborate on release of the Midwest reports. 

Is the money poured into political ads well spent 
(whatever the cost to viewers’ nerves)? Are the ads
effective? Goldstein says they can be, under the 
right circumstances. 

“Political scientists tend to say that you don’t have to
watch the ads and the campaigns, that elections are
decided by fundamental factors like party affiliation
and world events. Journalists believe elections are
decided completely by who has the best ads and runs
the best campaign. I come down somewhere in between:
I agree that elections are mostly determined by the 
fundamentals, but ads can matter at the margins – 
they can make a difference of 1, 2, 3 percentage points.
And right now in this country we’re at a time when the
margins matter. So I can’t tell you exactly what the
impact of political ads is, but I’m fairly certain it’s 
more than 534 votes,” the number that officially 
separated the candidates in Florida and thus decided
the 2000 election.

Ken Goldstein, University of Wisconsin NewsLab,

www.polisci.wisc.edu/tvadvertising
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The goal is to assist corps members to enter the fields
of policy and advocacy and advance toward positions
of influence. The initiative will concentrate on 
developing leaders in three areas: as policy advisors
to elected officials, as leaders of public agencies or
executive offices, or as leaders of policy-focused 
community-organizing and advocacy organizations.
These are all roles that are closely connected to 
policy improvement and which focus on driving 
outcomes-based change. 

“Teach For America is a critical pipeline for talent,”
says Dena Blank, vice president of alumni affairs for
Teach For America. “The Policy and Advocacy 
Leadership Initiative will help connect alumni with
information and opportunities that could lead to a
career path that they may not have known existed.”

The field of public policy is expansive, ranging from
policy analysis and academic research, to planning
and public administration, to community organizing
and advocacy. It can be difficult for interested 
individuals to navigate the options. The new initiative
will focus on building alumni interest in policy and
advocacy careers by establishing multiple routes 
to engage and develop the skills that lead to this
important work. 

Components of the initiative include a monthly 
Policy and Advocacy newsletter, webinars, tool kits,
special policy and advocacy sessions, and 
partnership opportunities with graduate schools 
and other organizations.

“Part of our work is to eliminate barriers,” says
Blank. “We are working to make sure best practice
information makes it into the hands of the future
leaders who will go out into the world and put it to
good use.”

Today, Teach For America has some 5,000 corps
members teaching in 26 urban and rural areas on the
wrong side of the achievement gap. After they com-
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America’s corps member join an alumni base that is
12,000 strong and expected to grow to 20,000 over
the next three years. 

Currently, only about three percent of the group’s
alumni are working in a field of public policy, as 
policy advisors, directors of reform groups, and in
advocacy organizations. On the other hand, a recent
alumni survey noted that within the past year, 29 
percent have engaged in political activity or advocacy
at a local or national level that contributed to the 
collective education reform movement. Additionally,
17 percent of the 2006 corps members have a back-
ground in government or public policy studies.

Many Teach For America alumni look for ways they
can make systemic changes in education. Some
choose to stay in the classroom where they can apply
and share the new strategies they have learned. 
Others go on to become political advisors and look for
ways to add to the policy debate. Whatever path their
alumni decide to take, Teach For America actively
looks for ways to provide support that will lead to
lasting change in the education system.

“If Teach For America can encourage more alumni to
assume positions of influence–as political leaders, as
excellent school leaders, as social entrepreneurs, and
particularly as leaders in policy and advocacy–we
believe that we will see a tipping point effect. There
will be a collective power that extends beyond the
individuals,” says Blank.

www.teachforamerica.org 
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TheJoyceAwards

Celebrating five years of 

funding to support Midwest

institutions and artists of color

The Joyce Foundation has a long history of 
encouraging mainstream cultural organizations to
reach out to new, more diverse audiences. Back in
2003, the Foundation concluded that a key to drawing
more diverse audiences was to offer programming that
reflects more diverse experiences. To support those
programming goals, the Foundation created a new 
program: the Joyce Awards.

Since its inception, the Joyce Awards has supported
cultural institutions in Chicago, Cleveland, Detroit,
Milwaukee, St. Paul/Minneapolis, and Indianapolis to
commission new work by artists of color. With the
announcement of the 2008 Awards (see page 12), the
Foundation has now invested $1 million in supporting
such work.

“For five years, the Joyce Awards has connected
exceptional artists with cultural institutions and
diverse audiences,” says Joyce Foundation President
Ellen S. Alberding. “We are proud of our role in bring-
ing innovative works of art to communities throughout
the Midwest, and are excited to continue this work.”

So far, 10 Joyce Award-winning works have 
premiered, and more will be presented in 2009-10.
Award winners have also worked with community
groups, school children, and public art projects.

For example, 2004 Joyce Award winner Roberto
Sierra created a new symphonic composition Sinfonia
No. 3 (La Salsa) based on the music of Puerto Rico,
the Dominican Republic, and Cuba, premiered by the
Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra. Sierra also com-
posed five new pieces which were incorporated into 
a lesson book that offered Latino instructional music
to students who generally study from lesson books 
featuring western-European oriented music. 

Sierra also completed an additional five violin 
solos for youth, which were performed by students
participating in music programs at the United 
Community Center’s Latino Arts String Academy.

Lin Hwai-min, 2005 dance award winner, debuted 
his fusion of Chinese opera, acrobatics, Tai Chi, 
modern dance, and ballet at Chicago’s Harris 
Theater for Music and Dance under the auspices of
the Dance Center of Columbia College. Hwai-min
held public performances at various educational and 
community facilities in Chicago before heading on 
to a national tour. 

Jerod Impichchaachaaha´ Tate, 2006 music award 
winner, completed his first term as Composer-in-
Residence with the American Composers Forum. 
During his residency, he taught music composition to
American Indian high school students in Minneapolis.
Each student completed a short work for string 
quartet; the works were recently performed in a formal
public recital at Macalester College in St. Paul by
members of the Civic Orchestra of Minneapolis.

Finally, 2007 award winner Tyree Guyton worked with
Detroit students on his new sculpture commissioned
by Wayne State University. Guyton is described as an
urban environmental artist because of his Heidelberg
Project, an internationally-recognized community art
project that reflects Guyton’s personal war against
urban blight on Detroit’s East Side. Neighborhood
children have been frequent contributors to the pro-
ject, which celebrates its 20th anniversary this year.
The Joyce Award is funding plans for a series of inter-
active art workshops for Detroit Public School children.

“When I received the Joyce Award, I was at a critical
juncture in my career that all too many artists of color
often face,” says Tyree Guyton, a painter and sculptor.
“I was struggling to find resources that would enable
me to introduce my work to broader audiences.
There’s such a tremendous need for support of works
by artists of color. The Joyce Foundation is helping to
level the artistic playing field.”
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projects that document the changing cultural landscape
of his home state, Minnesota. Huie’s photographs have
been exhibited at several prestigious art institutions in
Minnesota, Chicago and New York.

The Joyce Award will support Public Art Saint Paul to
commission Huie to create University Avenue USA, a
six-mile outdoor “gallery” of hundreds of photographs
that document neighborhoods along University Avenue
in St. Paul. Huie will spend 28 months photographing
the everyday lives of citizens in the various neighbor-
hoods connected by this singular street. 

Dance
I Dewa Putu Berata and
Ragamala Music and Dance Theater
Founded in 1992, Ragamala Music and Dance Theater
performs South Indian classical dance, while incorpo-
rating contemporary themes and diverse influences from
around the world. Ragamala, located in Minnesota, has
performed for international audiences across the globe.

I Dewa Putu Berata was born into a family of musicians
and painters in the village of Pengosekan, Ubud, Bali
and is an accomplished musician, composer, dancer,
and visual artist. He is the founding director of
Çudamani, a professional performance company 
compromising of thirty-one skillful musicians and
dancers who perform a diverse repertoire of rare, 
classical Balinese traditional dance as well as highly
creative instrumental works. 

The Joyce Award will support Ragamala Music and
Dance Theater to commission I Dewa Putu Berata 
to create and present a global collaboration with 
Berata’s Çudamani ensemble. The piece, entitled 
Dhvee (Duality), is the second new work created 
jointly by the two companies. 

Theater
Marc Bamuthi Joseph and 
The Walker Art Center
Established in 1927 in Minneapolis, Minnesota, the
Walker Art Center is one of the most visited modern and
contemporary art museums in the country. It is recog-

Besides the works of Guyton, Lin Hwai-min, Tate 
and Sierra, other works made possible by the Joyce
Awards include 2004 awardees Cleveland Art
Museum (Trenton Doyle Hancock), and Saint Paul
Chamber Orchestra (Chinary Ung); 2005 awardees
University of Illinois, Chicago/Gallery 400 (Edgar
Arceneaux), a work that has been chosen for inclusion
in the Whitney Biennial; 2006 awardees Chicago 
Cultural Center (Nick Cave) and American Composers
Forum (Tate); and 2007 awardees Detroit Institute of
Arts (Julie Mehretu) and Joffrey Ballet in collabora-
tion with Luna Negra Dance Theater (Pedro Ruiz).

This year’s competition drew 30 entries from around
the region. Joyce Award grants of $50,000 are made
directly to arts organizations and are awarded in
dance, music, theater, and visual arts. Each award
supports the work of the individual artist as well as
significant community engagement efforts. Entries are
reviewed by independent arts advisors from outside
the Midwest and voted on by the Foundation’s board 
of directors. Organizations have up to two years to
complete their proposed projects. 

“The community and public engagement component
of the Joyce Awards is a critical part of this work,”
says Program Officer Michelle Boone, “because it 
carries out the mission of making art accessible to
everyone.”

And the 2008 Joyce Awards
winners are…

Visual Arts
Wing Young Huie and 
Public Art Saint Paul
Established in 1987, Public Art Saint Paul works with
public agencies and private institutions to commission
new public art works; clean and restore historic works
of public art; produce an annual outdoor sculpture
exhibition; host youth arts education programs; and
present related workshops and forums.

Wing Young Huie is an award-winning photographer
who has received international attention for his many
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nized internationally as a model multi-disciplinary
arts organization, and is a national leader for its innov-
ative approaches to audience engagement. 

Marc Bamuthi Joseph, originally from New York City
and currently living in Oakland, California, is an
African-American hip-hop theater artist who 
combines theater, West African and tap dance, 
spoken word, poetry, and live music to stretch the 
limits of traditional hip-hop and create a new 
forum for expressive performance art. 

The Joyce Award will support the Walker Art Center
to commission the break/s, a new theatrical work by
Bamuthi. Using hip-hop idioms in text, dance, music
and video, the break/s is a poetic investigation of 
personal identity through an examination of hip-
hop’s global impact. 

Music
Cecilia Smith and
Cuyahoga Community College (Tri-C)
Cuyahoga Community College (Tri-C) opened in 
1963 as Ohio’s first community college. It now serves
more than 55,000 credit and non-credit students
annually and offers more than 70 career and technical 
programs and liberal arts curricula at its three 
campuses. 

Cecilia Smith, born in Cincinnati and raised in 
Cleveland Heights, Ohio, is a professional composer,
recording artist and performing vibraphonist. 
Smith is one of the leading four-mallet technique
vibraphonists in the United States, and is the first
woman vibraphonist with recordings released both
nationally and internationally.

The Joyce Award will support The Performing Arts
Division at Cuyahoga Community College to engage 
in a multi-year collaborative with Smith. As part of
Tri-C’s Creative Campus Project, Smith will have a
long-term residency in Cleveland where she, along
with Tri-C students and faculty, will identify an
African American from the Cleveland community as
the subject and inspiration for a new composition. 

ProgressNotes

Environment

Midwest Governors Announce 
Climate Change Agreements

With evidence of climate
change mounting and the
U.S. government continu-
ing to shy away from
addressing it, governors of
Midwest states stepped
up to the task with a
series of pathbreaking
agreements announced in
November.

The complex accords,
signed at the Energy
Security and Climate
Stewardship Summit in
Milwaukee, cover a range
of climate-saving strate-
gies tailored to the indus-
trial and agricultural base
of the Midwest economy. 

They include:
• Energy efficiency
measures sufficient to
reduce natural gas and
electricity demand by 2
percent by 2015, and an
additional 2 percent per
year thereafter – a very
aggressive target for a
region that has generally
lagged behind on effi-
ciency.
• Development of new
capacity in renewable
energy sufficient to meet
10 percent of the region’s
electric demand by 2010
and 25 percent by 2025
• A cooperative effort to
build transmission capac-
ity from renewable energy
sources to metropolitan
markets.

• Production of advanced
low-carbon transportation
fuels, to the point that
regionally produced low-
carbon fuels supply half of
the region’s transportation
fuel needs by 2025.
• Requiring that coal
plants capture and store
their carbon emissions by
2020; with intermediate
steps including a regional
regulatory framework, a
regional pipeline to trans-
port captured emissions for
storage, and development of
advanced coal demonstra-
tion plants 
• A carbon regulation sys-
tem to be in place by 2010,
covering not only utilities
but the industrial and trans-
portation sectors as well. 

Governors of Illinois,
Iowa, Kansas, Michigan,
Minnesota, and Wisconsin,
and the premier of Mani-
toba committed to the cap-
and-trade system; Indiana,
Ohio and South Dakota
signed as observers. The
rest of the platform drew
signatures as well from gov-
ernors of Nebraska and
North Dakota. 

In tackling climate
change regionally, Midwest-
ern governors followed on
previous similar commit-
ments by governors of
Northeast and Western
states. Together, the agree-
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ments now cover nearly
half of the U.S. population
and more than half of its
GDP. The Midwest agree-
ments are considered
especially significant
because they cover the
country’s industrial heart-
land and the region that is
most dependent on coal;
almost three-quarters of
the Midwest’s electricity
comes from coal-fired
power plants. 

While the governors
acknowledged the seri-
ousness of the climate
challenge, they were
especially eager to high-
light the potential eco-
nomic benefits. The
switch to developing new,
cleaner energy sources
could be a boon to the
Midwest economy, in
developing such
resources as wind capac-
ity in the northern plains,
cellulose from Midwest
forests and farms, and
carbon storage capacity in
Michigan and other
states. 

Governor Jim Doyle of
Wisconsin, who as chair
of the Midwestern Gover-
nors Association hosted
the Summit, characterized
the region as the potential
“Saudi Arabia of renew-

able energy.” Jennifer
Granholm of Michigan cited
clean energy projects that
could bring economic
development to her state,
which has the country’s
highest unemployment rate;
“It’s all about job creation
to me,” she said in signing
the agreement. Tim Paw-
lenty of Minnesota, who co-
chaired the Summit, said
that energy issues would
rank high on the agenda of
the National Governors
Association, which he
chairs this year.

The Joyce Foundation
funded the complex work of
developing the Summit
agreements through grants
to the Midwestern Gover-
nors Association; in addi-
tion, the Great Plains
Institute staffed the process,
and several other Joyce-
funded groups provided
critical input. Implementa-
tion will begin early this
year with a kickoff meeting
in Chicago in February to
brainstorm next steps with
regional stakeholders.

Midwestern Governors 
Association, 
www.midwesterngovernors.
org/energysummit.htm 

The legal battle over
laws designed to regulate
firearms and prevent gun
violence reaches its cli-
max late next month,
when the Supreme Court
hears oral arguments over
the constitutionality of
Washington DC gun laws.
Lawyers, historians, and
advocates on all sides
filed a total of 20 briefs
in January presenting the
historical, legal, public
health and safety contexts
that they believe the
Court should take into
account in making its
decision. 

The Court announced
in November that it
would review the lower
court ruling Parker v.
District of Columbia, now
moving forward as Dis-
trict of Columbia v.
Heller. The case tests the
constitutionality of DC
legislation banning hand-
guns and mandating safe
storage of other firearms.
The Court’s action marks
the first time the high
court has ruled on a Sec-
ond Amendment case
since 1939, when the
U.S. v. Miller decision
held that the “obvious
purpose” of the amend-
ment was to “assure the

continuation and render
the effectiveness” of state
militia. 

Saul Cornell, Professor
of History at the Ohio
State University and
Director of the Second
Amendment Research
Center, brought the per-
spective of history to bear
in a brief, cosigned by
other historians, on the
context in which the Sec-
ond Amendment, was
drafted, “clearing up mis-
conceptions and erro-
neous claims that have
emerged in the legal
scholarship,” as he put it.
“Of historians who have
focused on the Second
Amendment, most (though
not all) conclude that it
has very little to do with
the use of private firearms
for personal purposes,”
says Professor Cornell. 

His Center’s website
provides a wealth of his-
torical information,
including firearms-related
laws that were in place
both before and after the
drafting of the Constitu-
tion and the Bill of
Rights. The site has been
consulted by experts on
all sides of the issue. 

Besides historians,
other amicus briefs have

Groups Urge Supreme Court
To Uphold DC Gun Law

Gun Violence

"A well regulated militia,
being necessary to the
security of a free state,
the right of the people to
keep and bear arms, shall
not be infringed." 

Second Amendment,
United States Constitution
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been filed by legal
scholars, medical and
public health groups,
religious organizations,
municipalities, and oth-
ers in support of the DC
law. The Legal Commu-
nity Against Violence
has been coordinating
the amicus briefs to
ensure that all relevant
issues are covered and
minimize duplication of
effort.

LCAV also filed a
brief arguing the impor-
tance of allowing local
and state governments to
take steps to address
gun violence. Their brief
was joined by munici-
palities around the coun-
try, including
Milwaukee, Cleveland,
and Columbus, Ohio.
The City of Chicago,
which like DC has a
handgun ban, filed a
separate brief. LCAV's
Robyn Thomas says that
LCAV and the cities are
optimistic that the court
will leave standing the
ability of states and
localities to regulate
firearms to protect the
public health and safety. 

A brief filed by law
professors Erwin
Chemerinsky and Adam
Winkler focuses on the
legal standard used to

evaluate gun laws. If the
Court mandates “strict
scrutiny” of gun laws – the
standard that applies to
laws regulating speech –
that could mean decades
of litigation and an uncer-
tain future for even very
minor and noncontrover-
sial regulations that have
been in place for a long
time. Cornell argues that a
more reasonable way to
treat firearms constitution-
ally and historically is like
any other form of private
property, such as homes
and cars, where courts
routinely balance property
rights and legitimate uses
against the need to protect
the public good against
potential negative conse-
quences.

Legal Community Against 

Violence, www.lcav.org/

Second Amendment

Research Center www.sec-

ondamendmentcenter.org/

GrantsApproved
The following grants were approved at the 
December 6, 2007 meeting of the Board of Directors:

Education
The Aspen Institute, Inc.
Washington, DC $300,000
To continue the efforts of the Commission on
No Child Left Behind to inform the reautho-
rization debate and subsequent implementa-
tion of a new version of the law. (2 yrs.)

Center for American Progress
Washington, DC $300,000
To explore and promote the need to modernize
the nation’s teacher and principal compensa-
tion systems so that all students will be taught
by high-quality teachers. (2 yrs.)

The Chicago Public Education Fund
Chicago, IL $475,000
To continue providing strategic support to
Chicago Public Schools in implementing a
human-capital driven strategy for turning
around failing schools. (2 yrs.)

Education Writers Association
Washington, DC $170,236
To assist Midwest reporters in covering issues
related to teacher quality in low-performing
public schools, and issues related to charter
schools and choice. (2 yrs.)

GreatSchools
San Francisco, CA $75,000
To increase demand for high-quality schools in
Milwaukee by providing parents with easily
accessible data on school effectiveness and
information on their school options. (1 yr.)

National Alliance for Public 
Charter Schools
Washington, DC $300,000
To develop a model charter school law and
build public and policy-maker support for
charters in Illinois. (18 mos.)

National Institute for 
Excellence in Teaching
Santa Monica, CA $300,000
To provide support to the Chicago Teacher
Advancement Program in the areas of 
communication and training, and to coordinate
and build consensus within a national 
coalition advocating performance-based pay
for teachers. (1 yr.)

The New Teacher Project Inc.
New York, NY $344,178
To help Chicago Public Schools effectively
staff a set of its lowest-performing schools;
coordinate the Chicago, New York, and Wash-
ington, DC school districts in exploring
reforms of select human-capital policies; and
document the state-level policies that may
hamper effective teacher hiring in Illinois. 
(1 yr.)

Northwestern University
Evanston, IL $127,610
To work with the Chicago Public Schools to
develop a new selection and evaluation
process for student teachers that will help the
district better identify which student teachers
they should recruit aggressively for permanent
positions. (2 yrs.)

President and Fellows of 
Harvard College
Cambridge, MA $470,138

For its Project for Innovation in Education to
study the effectiveness of Cincinnati’s teacher
evaluation system. (2 yrs.)

Public Policy Forum Inc. 
Researching Community Issues
Milwaukee, WI $49,311
To study the economic impact of the early 
care and education industry in Southeast 
Wisconsin. (2 yrs.)

The Regents of the University 
of California
Santa Cruz, CA $500,000
For its New Teacher Center to help coordinate
advocacy efforts aimed at better statewide
induction policies in Illinois, Wisconsin, and
Ohio. (2 yrs.)

Rutgers University Foundation 
New Brunswick, NJ $300,000
For its National Institute for Early Education
Research to examine the effects of different
inputs on prekindergarten program quality and
child outcomes. (2 yrs.)

TransCenter for Youth Inc.
Milwaukee, WI $100,000
To support community engagement activities
for the high school reform effort in Milwaukee.
(2 yrs.)

Teach For America Inc.
New York, NY $150,000
To design and launch a Policy and Advocacy
Initiative to increase alumni involvement in
high-impact policy and advocacy work and
catalyze broader education reform efforts. 
(1 yr.)
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Teachers College, Columbia University
New York, NY $302,500
For a project of the Hechinger Institute on
Education and the Media to strengthen media
coverage of teacher quality issues. 
(2 yrs.)

The Thomas B. Fordham Institute
Washington, DC $200,000
To provide nonpartisan research and policy
advice to policy makers in Illinois and Ohio
identify innovative strategies for closing
achievement gaps. (2 yrs.)

University of Wisconsin-Madison
Wisconsin Center for Education
Research
Madison, WI $500,000
To help the Milwaukee Public Schools train
principals and teachers in how to use class-
room-level value-added information to improve
instruction. (2 yrs.)

University of Arkansas
Fayetteville, AR $200,000
To continue the comprehensive evaluation of
the Milwaukee Parental Choice Program that
is assessing the program’s impact on choice
students, non-choice students, public and 
private schools, educators, families, and local
communities. (2 yrs.)

Total Education $ 5,163,973

Employment

Brandon Roberts & Associates
Chevy Chase, MD $558,500
To evaluate the Shifting Gears initiative. 
(3 yrs.)

The Council of State Governments
Lexington, KY $75,000
To create a blueprint for redirecting correc-
tions funds to stateworkforce development 
programs located in communities experiencing
large numbers of returning prisoners. (8 mos.)

Sargent Shriver National Center 
on Poverty Law Inc.
Chicago, IL $585,500
For employment-related advocacy work and a
capacity-building campaign designed to fortify
the Center’s long-term operations. (2 yrs.)

Workforce Strategy Center Inc.
New York, NY $200,000
To provide technical assistance to the Shifting
Gears grantees. (1 yr.)

Total Employment $1,419,000

Environment

Center for Neighborhood Technology
Chicago, IL $400,000
To advance green infrastructure as the 
preferred approach to stormwater management
in the Great Lakes region and more broadly. 
(2 yrs.)

CUB Consumer Education 
and Research Fund
Chicago, IL $75,000
To promote policies that would hasten the
development of IGCC technologies in Illinois.
(1 yr.)

The Energy Foundation
San Francisco, CA $100,000
For continued support of a fund used to under-
write smaller-scale efforts to contest the
licensing of conventional coal plants in the
Midwest. (1 yr.)

Environment Illinois Research
and Education Center NFP
Chicago, IL $160,000
For continued support of its Global Warming
Solutions Program. (2 yrs.)

Natural Resources Defense Council Inc.
New York, NY $400,000
For its new Midwest office to engage in pro-
tecting the Great Lakes from aquatic invasive
species and to participate in Clean Water Act
permit review in Indiana. (2 yrs.)

The Nature Conservancy
Arlington, VA $125,000
To address the threat of aquatic invasive
species in the Great Lakes. (1 yr.)

Woodrow Wilson International 
Center for Scholars
Washington, DC $120,000
To analyze the impact of biofuels development
on the Upper Midwest and on U.S. agricul-
tural, environmental, and energy policies, and
the global implications of biofuels for food,
trade, and development strategies in 
developing countries. (1 yr.)

Total Environment $1,380,000

Gun Violence

Freedom States Alliance
Chicago, IL $150,000
To continue to strengthen and develop its
fund-raising infrastructure to support state-
based gun violence prevention groups; expand
the network of individual grassroots supporters
for the state groups; and continue its commu-
nications and media outreach efforts. (1 yr.)

International Association of 
Chiefs of Police
Alexandria, VA $300,000
To begin the targeted implementation of the
recommendations that resulted from the Great
Lakes States Summit on Gun Violence. (1 yr.)

Legal Community Against Violence
San Francisco, CA $300,000
To implement a statewide policy reform 
campaign. (1 yr.)

The Mayor’s Fund to Advance 
New York City
New York, NY $175,000
To support the Mayors Against Illegal 
Guns (MAIG) work in four areas: federal 
initiatives; local, state, and regional initiatives;
market-based efforts and investigations; 
and litigation. (1 yr.)

University of Pennsylvania
Philadelphia, PA $100,000
To support policy-relevant firearms research
and dissemination by the Firearm Injury 
Center at Penn. (1 yr.)

Violence Policy Center
Washington, DC $700,000
To continue its gun violence prevention
research, education, advocacy, and technical
assistance work. (1 yr.)

Total Gun Violence $1,725,000

Money and 
Politics

Belden Russonello & Stewart
Washington, DC $155,000
To conduct a public opinion survey in Illinois,
Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, and Wisconsin
that will analyze voters’ attitudes about state
government, politics, and a range of proposed
reforms. (1 yr.) 

Campaign Finance Institute
Washington, DC $275,000
To support the Campaign Finance Institute’s
policy research and policy-maker education
activities, with a focus on the effects of the
2008 election cycle on the federal campaign
finance system, the causes and consequences
of small donor participation, and the 
development of a post-2008 campaign 
finance policy agenda. (1 yr.)

Democracy 21 Education Fund
Washington, DC $130,000
To support the Democracy 21 Education
Fund’s policy research, education, and activi-
ties related to federal campaign finance, lob-
bying, and government ethics reform. (1 yr.)

University of Illinois at Springfield
Center for State Policy and Leadership
Springfield, IL $112,291
To support the Sunshine Project. (2 yrs.)

University of Wisconsin-Madison
Department of Political Science
Madison, WI $298,945
To support the Wisconsin Advertising Project.
(1 yr.)

Total Money and Politics
$971,236



Culture

Americans for the Arts
Washington, DC $30,000
To support a new professional development
initiative for minority arts administrators in 
the Midwest. (1 yr.)

The University of Chicago 
Division of the Humanities
Chicago, IL $30,000
To support a professional development 
program for small minority arts and 
humanities organizations on Chicago’s 
South Side. (1 yr.)

Joyce Awards

The Cuyahoga Community 
College Foundation
Cleveland, OH $50,000
To support a multi-year collaborative that
includes a long-term residency and commis-
sioning a new jazz work by African American
jazz artist and composer Cecilia Smith. (3 yrs.)

Public Art Saint Paul
St. Paul, MN $50,000
To commission Chinese-American 
photographer Wing Young Huie to create 
University Avenue USA, a six-mile public
installation of photographs documenting the
cultural diversity of St. Paul neighborhoods
along University Avenue. (3 yrs.)

Ragamala Music and Dance Theater
Minneapolis, MN $50,000
To commission a new work by Balinese chore-
ographer, dancer and musician I Dewa Putu
Berata. (3 yrs.)

Walker Art Center Inc.
Minneapolis, MN $50,000
To support the commission and presentation of
the break/s, a new theatrical work by African-
American hip hop theater and performance
artist Marc Bamuthi Joseph. (3 yrs.)

Total Culture $260,000

Special 
Opportunities

Black Ensemble Theater Corporation
Chicago, IL $300,000
To support the salary of a business manager
during the company’s multi-million dollar 
capital campaign to build a new multi-purpose
arts center as its permanent performance
home. (3 yrs.)

Center for Governmental Studies
Los Angeles, CA $250,000
To support the final construction, launch, 
and maintenance of the PolicyArchive, a 
permanent digital repository of foundation-
supported, academic, government, private, 
and international policy research across a
broad range of topics. (2 yrs.)

Donors Forum
Chicago, IL $150,000
To increase the Donor Forum’s capacity to
serve current constituents as well as expand
its mission across Illinois, including 
developing and promoting public policies 
that benefit the statewide philanthropic and
nonprofit community. (2 yrs.)

National Public Radio Inc.
Washington, DC $150,000
For its coverage of news and issues with 
particular relevance to the Midwest region. 
(2 yrs.)

Ohio State University Foundation 
Columbus, OH $75,000
To conduct, collect, organize, and disseminate
research on the Second Amendment and the
history of gun regulation, particularly as it
relates to District of Columbia v. Heller 
currently under review by the United States
Supreme Court. (1 yr.)

WisconsinEye Public 
Affairs Network Inc.
Madison, WI $50,000
To expand its coverage of Wisconsin state gov-
ernment and related public affairs programs.
(1 yr.)

Total Special Opportunities
$975,000

TOTAL GRANTS AWARDED
$11,894,209
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Job Openings, Staff Changes
The Foundation is currently seeking candidates to fill three 
positions: Director of Communications, Environment Program Officer,
and Education Program Officer. Details and information on how to
apply are on our website, www.joycefdn.org

The Foundation is pleased to welcome two new staff 
members. Sarah L. Gildea is the new Program Assistant 
to the Employment and Money and Politics Programs. 
Ms. Gildea has served as Research Assistant for the 
National Defense Council Foundation and as a Public 

Affairs Intern for the United States Department of State, U.S. 
Consulate General in Germany. Ms. Gildea holds a Master’s degree 
in public policy from Universität Erfut in Germany, and a Bachelor’s
degree in political science from the University of Iowa.

Also joining the Foundation is Jessica Illingworth as 
Program Assistant to the Culture and Communications 
Programs. Ms. Illingworth most recently served as 
Grant Writer for Between Friends, a nonprofit domestic 
violence agency in Chicago. She holds a Bachelor’s degree

in English Literature and Women’s Studies from Miami University.

Two longtime staff members are leaving the Foundation 
this spring. Margaret O'Dell, who has been with the 
Foundation for 18 years as a program officer primarily for
Environment but also in the Employment, Education, and
Culture programs, is leaving to pursue opportunities in 

the field of international sustainable development. Ms. O’Dell, a 
former national president of Environmental Grantmakers, shaped the 
Foundation’s core grantmaking around protecting the Great Lakes 
and, more recently, restoring the Maumee River. 

After twelve years of service, Communications Director
Mary O’Connell is moving on to pursue communications 
and nonprofit writing and consulting. Ms. O’Connell 
has led strategic communications and public relations 
initiatives across the Foundation’s program areas. 

The next proposal deadlines are:
April 14, 2008, for the July board meeting
August 20, 2008, for the December board meeting

Work In Progress
Editor: Mary O’Connell
Assistant Editor: Kimberly McMorris
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