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Several industries in Chicago are  

having trouble finding workers to fill 

jobs and this shortage is expected to 

grow worse over the next ten years. 

Many low-wage and entry-level workers 

could fill these job openings but lack 

the skills and training needed to  

compete. The solution is to collaborate 

with workforce developers and educators 

to create an effective system that  

supports Chicago’s businesses with…

Homegrown Talent 9







“Green”Legislators

State legislators create a  

clearinghouse for real-time  

information on  

environmental issues. 

There are plenty of environmental issues to go around. 
Air pollution. Global warming. Water quality. You name 
it. For the average citizen, there are just not enough 
hours in the day to get up to speed on it all. But what 
do you do if, like many state legislators, a fundamental 
part of your job is staying on top of these issues?

The National Caucus of Environmental Legislators 
(NCEL) was founded in 1995 by a group of legislators 
concerned that they and their colleagues lacked the 
staff and resources to delve deeply into environmental 
issues. NCEL’s purpose is to provide environmentally 
informed legislators with an opportunity to coordinate 
their activities with respect to national legislative 
organizations. It also facilitates the sharing of ideas 
both on affirmative and negative environmental issues.

“State legislators who take on environmental causes are 
often approached by opposition or labeled as progressive 
or regulatory when they support certain environmental 
work,” says Leon Billings, co-founder of NCEL. “NCEL 
can help identify similar policies adopted by neighbor-
ing states to help demystify the approach.”
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tNCEL offers services throughout the year to Midwest 
state legislators. The Caucus is staffed by Adam Schafer, 
who joined NCEL after working for state legislators 
in Montana and Arizona. Participation in NCEL is 
by invitation to elected members of state legislatures, 
regardless of political affiliation, who have demonstrated 
an interest in and commitment to environmentally  
progressive legislation. 

“NCEL is a great resource for legislators who typically 
do not have staff,” says Adam Schafer executive  
director of NCEL. “We have an abundance of 
research available at our fingertips and can quickly 
turn information around.” 

NCEL staff recently provided support to 218 partici-
pating Midwest legislators, 47 of whom attended a 
two-day workshop in December 2007. Some results: 
Senator Bolkom (Iowa) invited Rolf Nordstrom of the 
Great Plains Institute to testify to a joint committee 
of the Iowa legislature about reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions, and ultimately the legislature enacted 
climate legislation; and Representative Karen May 
(Illinois) introduced legislation and worked with 
Governor Blagojevich to pass mercury legislation, in 
part inspired by a presentation she heard at an NCEL 
meeting. NCEL can also inform legislators about 
Capitol Hill and EPA issues. This impacts legislator’s 
work by enhancing their knowledge which assists 
them in making sound decisions.

“I can always count on NCEL to provide in-depth, 
research-based policy information,” says Represen-
tative May. “They know what other states are doing, 
and the information they provide helps me determine 
if there are other environmental issues I need—or 
want—to champion.”

National Caucus of Environmental Legislators,  

www.ncel.net
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